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ICAR-All India Coordinated Research Project on Spices -

Savouring the Spices of the North East: Unveiling the Unexplored

The North Eastern states of India, often celebrated for their rich cultural diversity and
breathtaking landscapes, are also a hidden gem when it comes to spice cultivation. This
region, blessed with a unique climate and fertile soils, produces some of the most
aromatic and sought-after spices in the country. From the fiery Bhot Jolokia (Ghost
Pepper) of Assam to the fragrant Lakadong turmeric of Meghalaya, the spice gardens of
the North East are a treasure trove for culinary enthusiasts and spice traders alike.
Cultivated using traditional and sustainable practices, these spices not only add flavour
to dishes but also play a significant role in the local economy, preserving the rich
agricultural heritage of the region. Dive into the vibrant world of North East India's
spice cultivation, where every spice tells a story of the land it comes from.

The North Eastern Region of
India seen steady growth in
spice production over the years.

Sikkim remains a major hub for
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large cardamom, consistently T a
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cultivating 23,312 hectares with
a production rising from 4,779
tonnes in 2019-20 to 5,280
tonnes in 2023-24. Arunachal
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production climbed from 1,614 'R}m'k L)
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same period. In the chilli sector, . -\, W

Assam stands out, with a Qb

substantial area under

cultivation that reached over

20,000 hectares by 2023-24, producing around 20,526 tonnes. Nagaland has also seen a
notable increase in chilli production, doubling from 1,754 tonnes in 2019-20 to 4,435
tonnes in 2023-24. Turmeric production in Mizoram has been remarkably stable,
maintaining a production level of around 29,820 tonnes across the years, while Assam's
turmeric output, though fluctuating, remained strong with 21,711 tonnes produced in
2023-24. This consistent rise in both area and production across these states highlights
the growing importance of spice cultivation in the North East, contributing significantly
to the region's agricultural economy.
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Average Production and Productivity
of Large Cardamom in North East
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Fig. 1: Production statistics of some important spices of North East Region (2022-23)
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